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Committee of Publication—F. Gurney Smith, Pa., Chair. 
man; W. B. Atkinson, l’a.; A. J. Semmes, Ga.; Robert 
Reyburn, D. C.; Caspar Wister, Pa.; H. F. Eskew, Del.; 
Wm. Maybury, Pa. 

Committee on Medical Literature—J. J. Woodward, U. 
S. A., Chairman; W. If. Anderson, Ala. ; Theophilus Par- 
vin, Ind‘; Hosmer A. Johnson, Ill.; C. W. Parsons, R. L. 

Committee on Prize Essays—Grafton Tyler D. C,, 
Chairman N. R. Lincoln, D. C.; N. R. Smith, Md.; G. W. 
Miltenberger, Md.; W. R Dunbar, Md. 

Committee on Epidemics—Add the following to fill va- 
cancies: J. K. Bartlett, Wis. ; J. B. Jackson, Ky. 

Committee on Education— T. G. Richardson, La., Chair. 
man; E. W. Jenks, Mich.; E. 8. Gaillard, Ky.; W. M. 
McPheeters, Mo. 

Time for meeting, in Washington, first Tuesday in May 
1870. 

J. J. WOODWARD, U. S. A., Chairman. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

Dr. Davis offered the tollowing : 

Resolved, Thata special committee of three be appoint- 
ed by the President to present copies of the resolutions 
adopted before the several State medical societies at as early 
a period as possible. Adopted. 

Dr. Chaille, of Louisiana, chairmau of the committee 
presented a report on medical nomenclature, which was re- 
ceived and adopted, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lication. 

The Committee on Nomenclature of Diseases have the 
honor to report that it has examined the “ Provisional 
Nomenclature of the Royal College of Physicians ” of Lon- 
don, and is of the opinion that it is desirable for this asso- 
ciation to recommend and adopt the same for general use 
for this country, with such modifications as, on deliberate 
consideration, may appear to be necessary. The following 
resolutions are therefore submitted. 
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1. Resolved, That a special committee of fifteen be ap- 
pointed by the President to take this subject into deliber- 
ate consideration, and to report at the next annual session 
what alterations, if any, are necessary to adapt the pro- 
posed nomenclature to general use in the United States. 

2. That this committee be authorized to fill up any va- 
eancies Which may occur upon it. 

3. That The Committee on Publication be authorized to 
publish for general distribution one thousand copies of the 
English and Latin portions of this nomenclature, under 
the designation of the Proposed Nomenclature, prefacing 
the same with such remarks as may be deemed necessary to 
secure the criticism aud co-operation of as large a number 
of American medical men as practicable. 

4, That the committee hereby appointed be directed to 
draw the attention of the Surgeon General of the Army, of 
the Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery of the 
Navy, and of the Superintendent of the Census, to the ques- 
tion of their official adoption of the proposed Nomencla- 
ture; to invite them to appoint whom they see fit to repre- 


sent them on this committee; and to solicit such co-op- 
eration as may be necessary to accomplish the purpose de- 
sired viz., the final adoption of nomenclatureand classifica- 
tion as will receive the conjoint approval of the official 
medical bureaus of the Government and or the general pro- 
fession. 


StanrorpD E. Caaruye, M. D., Chairman. 
COMMITTEE, 
8. E. Chaille, Louisiana; 
J. J. Woodward. United States Army : 
A. B. Palmer, Michigan ; 
F. F. Smith, Pennsylvania; 
J. F. Heustis, Alabama; 
The following committee of fifteen was appointed: 
Francis G. Smith, Chairman; J. J. Woodward, U. &. A.; 
R. F. Michel, Alabama; A. B. Palmer, Michigan; S§. E. 
Chaille, Louisiana; L. P. Yandell, Jr., Kentucky; Austin 
Flint, New York; Alonzo Clark, New York; George B. 
Wood, Pennsylvania; 8. H. Dickson, Pennsylvania;E. Jar- 
vis, Massachusetts; Theo. Parvin, Indiana; W. M. Mc- 
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Pheeters, Missouri; E. M. Snow, Rhode Island; N. Pinck. 
neyU. 8. N. 

The Committee on Medical Education having referred 
matters at issue to State Medical societies, Dr. E. 8. Gail- 
lard of Louisville, offered the following motion: 


Moved, ‘That the adoption of a uniform rate of collegi- 
ate’s fees $120, being the minimum, be accepted as the sen- 
timent and desire of this association. 


Dr. Gaillard stated that he would not trespass upon the 
time of the association in speaking upon this motion; that 
allof the members present were fully informed upon this 
subject. He said the profession desired to learn the wish 
and decision of the association upon this all important ques- 
tion, and he asked a full expression of opinion and a full 
vote in regard to it. 

Dr. Sayre, of New York, opposed the resolution, but, on 
understanding that it did not prohibit an increase of fees, 
withdrew his‘objections. He spoke against cheap medical 
colleges, which allured young men to an imperfect medical 
education, who were afterward turned back to the plow. 

An amendment was proposed by Dr. Logan, of Louisi- 
ana, to make the minimum $140 instead of $120. 

Dr. Mussey, of Ohio, opposed the amendment, and stated 
that the fees of Ohio had to be kept down, to accord with 
the fees of Michigan colleges. The location of the college 
and the cost of living made the difference. A hundred and 
forty dollar college is considered good, simply because 4 
hundred and forty dollars is the fee, while other colleges 
were equally as good where the fees were only eighty dol- 
lars. It is impracticable to accomplish this change at once. 
A new college starts and comes up to the full standard of 
the old college in the vicinity, and the latter comes down 
with its fees. The new college must come down also, in 
order to maintain itself. 

Dr. McPheeters, of Missouri, did not agree with Dr. 
Mussey that it was impracticable to fix the collegiate fees at 
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a minimum of one hundred and twenty dollars. He favored 
the original resolution, without amendment. 

Dr. Palmer, of Michigan, alluded to the remarks of Dr. 
Sayre, of New York, disparaging one-horse and cheap col- 
leges. The University of Michigan was established and 
allowed a donatian from the General Government of two 
townships of land, and it has husbanded its resources, and 
can maintain itself with moderate fees. Under the organic 
law of the State, citizens of Michigan were entitled to the 
benefits of the university free of charge, and, as a liberal 
donation had been made by the General Government, stu- 
dents had been admitted from other States on the same 
terms. Lately, however, a small fee had been charged for 
students from other States who received the benefits of the 
lectures. We come up in fees just as far as we think is for 
the advantage of the institution, and we do not go beyond 
that point, beeause it will diminish the numbers. We are 
willing to put up the fees for students from other States to 
one hundred and forty dollars, if neighboring States will 
make the same requirements as we do. 

Dr. Palmer then commenced describing the great advan- 
tages of this school, when Dr. Gaillard called him to order, 
stating that we were present to discuss principles involved, 
and not to listen to eulogies upon special schools. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois—I do not object to discuss the fees, 
but I do claim that it is out of place to advertise the supe- 
rior claims of State colleges here. We have had no more 
illiterate students in our Illinois college than have come to 
us after one course in the University of Michigan. 

Dr. Parvin, of Indiana—I move to amend by striking 
out $140 and inserting $100. If we make the fees of col- 
leges uniform, the next step will be to make the fees of 
practitioners uniform—the same in villages of the West as 
in the city of New York—and that is not equitable or prac- 
ticable. 
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Dr. Logan, of Louisiana, advocated the sum of $140 as 
the minimum of college fees, and advocated the adoption 
of his amendment. Lost. 

The amendment of Dr. Parvin, to fix the minimum at 
$100, was also lost. 

The resolution was then, as originally presented, unani- 
mously adopted. 

Special committee on the relative advantages of Syme’s 
and Pirogoff’s mode of amputating at the ankle—Dr. G. A. 
Otis, U. 8. A., chairman; Dr. J. M. Holloway, of Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

Proposed by J. J. Woodward. Approved. 

Dr. Bemiss presented from Dr. Jobn Waters, of St. Louis, 
Mo., a paper on the Doctrines of Foree—Physical and Vital. 

Dr. Toner, D. C., moved that a Committee on Variola be 
appointed—Dr. J. Jones, chairman. Adopted. 

Dr. Pinckney, U. 8. N., made statements concerning rel- 
ative grades of rank. The paper was ordered to be spread 
upon the minutes. 

Association adjourned tu meet at 9 o’clock a. M., Friday, 
May 7th. 

FOURTH DAY, FRIDAY, MAY 7, 1869. 

The association met at 9 o’clock, Dr. Baldwin in the chair. 

Reading of the minutes omitted. 

Dr. Joseph Jones, Louisiana, presented a number of spec- 
imens of pathology, anatomy, and natural history. The 
illustrations were very interesting, and received with ap- 
plause. 

On motion of Dr. Garrish, Kentucky, the thanks of the 
association were tendered to Dr. Jones. 

On motion of Dr. F. G. Smith, of Pennsylvania, the fol- 
lowing resolution was unanimously adopted by a vote «f 
the members present, standing as a mark of respect: 


Resolved, That the thanks of this association are justly 
due and are hereby tendered to the President, for the un- 
form kindness and courtesy with which he has presided 
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over its deliberations, and to the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, the physicians, and the citizens of New Orleans, for 
the generous hospitality and fraternal kindness with which 
we have been received and treated during our sojourn in 
their city, with the assurance that the memories of this visit 
will always be among the brightest and most enduring of 
our lives. 

Resolved, That we also present our thanks to the various 
railroad and steamboat companies who have so liberally 
extended to us facilities of transportation, and to the daily 
press for their efficient aid in reporting the proceedings of 
this meeting. 

On motion of J. P. Moore, of Mississippi, the following 
preamble and resolution were adopted: 

Wuereas the contract system is contrary to medical 
ethics. 

Resolved, That all contract physicians, as well as those 
guilty of bidding for practice at less rates than those estab- 
lished by a majority of regular graduates of the same 
locality, be classed as irregular practitioners. 


The following reports of the sections followed. 

Sections on Meteorology, Medical Topography and Epi- 
demics reported. Paper accepted and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publications. 

Section on Practical Medicine and Obstetrics reported 
and were accepted, and referred to Committee on Publica- 
tion. 


And the report on Training of Nurses was accepted and 
the resolutions adopted. 

Section on Medical Jurisprudence, Hygiune, and Physi- 
ology reported. Committee continued for next year. Re- 
port accepted and referred to Committee on Publication. 

Section on Surgery proposed that their report be received 
without formality and be referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lication. Adopted. 

After being read, the report was accepted and ordered to 
be published. 

Section on Psychology, the same disposition. 
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The President appointed Dr. J. M. Toner a committee of 
one, at Washington, D. C., to assist the Librarian of Con- 
gress to keep the books of the Association. 


On motion for adjournment, the President delivered this 
address, which was unanimously accepted and ordered to be 
published in the transactions of the Association. 


GENTLEMEN—Before I submit the motion just made, and 
which, when adopted, will practically close my official rela- 
tions to this body, allow me to return you my most cordial 
and grateful: thanks for the universal kindness which I have 
received at your hands. Whatever my future lot in life 
may be, the world holds no honors which to me can equal 
those conferred by you. The fraternal good-will which has 
80 conspicuously marked your deliberations has been to me 
a matter of infinite satisfaction and pride, and will not be 
the least among the grateful memories which will gladden 
my heart as I may hereafter review the incidents of my of- 
ficial connection with you. 

To win your judgment and approval, to hold up the dig- 
nity of fellowship, the usefulness of association and the in- 
terest and prosperity of the profession at large have cer- 
tainly occupied my most anxious thoughts since my eleva- 
tion to this position; yet to cherish and promote the inti- 
mate and cordial relations of friendship between the indi- 
vidual members of this Association against all sectional dis- 
tinctions or geographical lines, has also been among the 
chief objects of my ambition and the earnest desires of my 
heart. Could I now believe that my efforts have contrib- 
uted in the slightest degree to enlarging that harmony of 
sentiment and fraternal feeling which has been so apparent 
throughout this meeting, I should feel that I had com- 
menced at least to make some return for the great honor 
and kindness received at your hands. 


It now only remains for me, gentlemen, to again express 
to you my thanks, to wish you a safe return to your homes 
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and labors, a happy reunion with your friends and families, 
and to pronounce that sad word, over which the heart of 
friendship would fain linger, as I bid you an affectionate 
farwell. W. O. Batpwin, Pres’t A. M. A. 

The Convention adjourned to meet in Washington, D. C., 
the second Tuesday in May, 1870. 


o~te 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATION. 


——__-@® 





PHILADELPHIA, May 27, 1869. 


Epitor CutcaGo MEDICAL JOURNAL: 


Necessary absence, producing an unusual amount of work, 
forbade my writing you before. Material was ample, but 


opportunity rare. You know doctors, especially, are very 
apt to jump on a hobby and ride it too, sometimes, unfortu- 
nately, to death. My hobby was chosen sometime ago, and 
though I have at times ridden hard, and not unfrequently 
pranced my steed before your readers, still I am glad to say 
itisrenewing strength daily. Mine isa speculum. With 
it how mnch good has been accomplished for suffering 
womankind. In this letter I have to relate three cases of 
procidentia and prolapse of the uterus, all of which were 
completely cured by the operation, known (only in books) 
under the term episoraphia. This operation for the perma- 
nent relief of patients affected as before-mentioned, was first 
proposed by M. Girardin, and resembles very closely 
Dupuyrens or Hey’s operation for prolapsus ani. It has been 
performed now by very many in our own country, as well 
those abroad. The operation consists in removing a por- 
tion of the vaginal mucous membrane with scissors or bis- 
oury,and then bringing the edges together with the quilled 
‘ature, thus making the extent of vaginal openiug as much 
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less as the amount removed. A prolapsed uterus by no 
means is dependent on the laxity and elongation of the lig- 
aments. While these ligaments aid in maintaining the 
uterus in proper position, the walls of the vagina perform 
this function especially. 

Prolapse, either in greater or less degree, must result from 
an uterus largely hypertrophied, and of course increased in 
weight as well as in size. And in very many cases, as soon 
as the inflammation and hypertrophy are cured, the pro- 
lapse also is cured. But if this does not remedy the evil, 
we must have recourse to this operation. Within the past 
few months three cases have come under my observation 
and treatment. The first is that of Mrs. B., age 37, mother 
of three children. Has been a resident of St. Louis. 
When first called to her I found two-thirds of the womb 
outside of the os externum vagine. Thus she had been 
since the birth of her last child, three years.ago. The 


bowels were costive constantly, and the irritation of the 
bladder was almost unbearable. 


The second case is that of Mrs. G., age 31, mother of five 
children. Has led a life of care and trouble, compelled by 
poverty to labor constantly. On examination I found more 
than two-thirds of the uterus to be external to the mouth 
of the vagina, and the former mucous membrane covering 
the uterus and vagina changed to true skin. Bowels cos- 
tive, and constant dribbling of urine. She had suffered in 
this way for nearly five years. 

The last case is that of Mrs. L., age 43, a woman of 
rather easy virtue, to say the least. Ceased menstruating 
two yearsago. Has had three abortions produced on her. On 
examination of this case I found the uterus just down to 
the opening of the vagina, while both the anterior and pos- 
terior walls of the former protruded about two inches, 
causing much soreness and frequent desire to urinate. 

In all of these cases, as the only means of sure relief, the 
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operation of sewing up the perineum was performed. In 
every case the success was perfect. In the first one, that of 
Mrs. B., I had some difficulty in my after treatment occa- 
sioned by the infiltration of urine which occurred. This 
was obviated, and Iam pleased to report the entire success 
of these three cases, affording an example of the perfect 
eure of one of the most troublesome affections to which 
women are subject. Yours, truly, 
E. R. Hurcuriys, M.D. 





Lacerated and Contused Wound—Treatment of. 
BY C. F. HART, M.D., CHICAGO. 


Was called Saturday, about half-past four o’clock, Pp. M., 
of March 27th, to 99 W. Polk street, to see Mr. L.’s son, 
age between 12 and 13 years, who had been caught in the 
machinery of one of the planing mills near by. 

I found him suffering from a wound in the thighs and 
nates, extending as high as the lumbar region, the right leg 
posteriorly, and inwards, to the inner edge (if I may so 
express myself), outward, forward and inward, to the sar- 
torius muscle, where the femoral artery passes under it, 
downwards as much as two-thirds the length of the thigh. 
The right hand was also caught, taking off a part of the 
adductor muscle of the thumb, and extending up.the wrist, 
about one and a half inches, and the same in width, expos- 
ing the tendons, but not.injuring them. 

Dr. Wanzer was called and reached there before any 
thing was done more than ordering the dressing. We both 
thought it rather a hopeless case, and the probabilities were 
that he would not recover from the shock. Chloroform 
was administered, and we made a more thorough examina- 
tion, and found the following parts destroyed, or partially 
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so. The muscles were the gluteus maximus, both sides, 
that of the right side from near its middle to its insertion, 
gluteus medius, internal and external sphincters, all gone, 
with surrounding adipose tissue, biceps, tensor vaginis 
femoris, rectus, and touching the sartorius. The arteries 
weré superficial branches of the gluteus, external hemor- 
rhoidal, and external circumplex. The fascia on the ante- 
rier of the thigh was not divided but badly contused, and 
torn loose, so that you could pass your hand under nearly 
to the ilium, with the muscles torn apart from below the 
trochanter, making a hole three or four inches in length. 
The nerves were all the superficial of those parts, viz.: 
branches of the great and small sciatic, the gluteal and 
hemorrhoidal, the latter being a branch of the pudic. 
The great sciatic was exposed from one to one and a half 
inches above where it passes under the biceps, but not 
injured. 

What was to be done? Amputation was not only im- 
practicable, but impossible. We decided to try to save 
both life and limb. After removing the clothes and chips, 
the parts were well cleansed with tepid aqua, then washed 
with a solution of carbolic acid, composed of one part acid, 
thirty parts aqua, then anointed with carbolic oil-acid—Car- 
bol. Si, Ole. Lini. 3vi. Carbolic paste was then applied over 
the entire wound, from one-eighth to one-fourth of an inch 
thick. Calcis Carbonas, Ole. Acid Carbol.,q..s. Make in 
soft paste. He rallied well from the chloroform, pulse about 
fifty, and compressed. Stimulants were administered, and 
directed to be continued every twenty or thirty mivutes 
until my return. 


9 o’clock p. Mm. Had slept nearly a half hour. Pulse 
about 60. Gave him Tinct. Opii, Camph., gtt. xx. 

Sunday, half-past six a.m. Had vomited twice during 
the night, and slept very little, suffering a good deal of 
pain. Pulse 80. Morphia Sulph. gr. 4, and repeat every 
two hours. 
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10 a. Mt—Morphia vomited him every time he took it. 
Stomach very irritable. Discontinued Morph., and gave 
Tinc. Aconite Rad. gtt. ij, aqua 5viij. Dose 5ij. every half 
hour. 

21 p.mM.—Still vomiting. Pulse 90, quick and small. 
Gave Calcis aqua 5ij., milk, fresh, 5ij., and continue every 
hour if necessary. 

6p. M.—Vomiting ceased after one dose Calcis aqua. 
Pulse 104, soft. Had slept some. Continue Aconite every 
two hours. 


Monday, 8} A. M.—Slept a little during the night, but not 
refreshed from it. Has a weak, debilitated appearance. 
Free of pain; pulse 140, small and quick. Continue Acon- 
iteevery hour. Tine. Ferri Mur. gtt. x every three hours. 

12 m.—Still easy. Has had short naps, but does not 
seem rested from them. Pulse 124, soft. Continue Aconite 
and Ferri, as before. Opii Pulvis grs.x. M. et Div. in 
pill xx., one every four hours. 

4, p. MM—Has had one hour’s sleep; resting easy; pulse 
124, soft. 

7p. MM—No change. 

Tuesday, 8} a. M.—Had a good night’s sleep. Seems 
much refreshed and strengthened from it. Dressed wounds; 
hand and wrist doing well; thigh and nates sloughing, with 
appearance of gangrene. Syringed the parts with aqua 
tepid. Applied Ole. Carbol. freely, and covered well with 
Carbolic paste. Pulse small and quick, 140. Directed 
stimulants freely and heat to the feet. 


12 Mm—Pulse 150, quick and small; eyes glassy; respira- 
tion hurried; great restlessness, with shooting pains through 
the wounds. Continue stimulants, Ferri and Aconite as 
before, 

8p. Ma—Not much change. Seems to rest easy for a few 
minutes after each dose of the aconite. Continue it every 
half-hour, as in’ the commencement. 
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6 p. M.—Pulse full and soft, 140, still the shooting pains 
through the wounds. Continue aconite every hour. 

9 p. Mc—Has rested tolerably well since last visit. Pulse 
about the same. 

Wednesday, 9 a. Mi—Has had a good night’s sleep, and 
is much refreshed. Ate seven or eight oysters, and relished 
them. Wounds again dressed. Granulations sat up under 
the gangrenous parts; not much fatigued from the dressing, 
(Anesthetics not used in dressing.) Changed him froma 
feather to a straw bed. 

2 p. M.—Resting comfortably ; slight pains in the wounds, 
with some trouble about micturating, as if there were stric- 
ture. Has to strain some time before the water starts, 
Pulse about the same. 

4 p.M.—Was sent for. Is suffering great pain through 
the bowels, especially the hypogastric region. Great rest- 
lessness, with half-sighing and moaning. Pulse 120, small. 
Directed half-grain Opii and hot humulus fermentations to 
the bowels. 

64 p. M.—Still suffering severely from the bowels. Pulse 
the same. Passed some urine, thick, turbid, and small 
quantity, causing great pain and straining. Directed Spts. 
Nitri Dule. 5ss., Potass, Nitras, Sol. Sat. 5i every hour and 
repeat Opii every two hours. 

11} p. mm—Has passed his urine once since last visit, 
with some pain and straining. Still restless; great tender- 
ness over the hypogastric and umbilical regions. Changed 
Opii to Morphia grs. $ every two hours, or until he gets easy. 

Thursday, 9 a. Mm—Rested tolerably well during the latter 
part of the night. Passed his water three times since last 
visit, without pain and clear. Took some oyster soup about 
4 o’clock A. M., after it some Vini Gallici. At 6 4. M. atea 
plate full of porridge, and called for more. Pains subsid- 
ing. Very much prostrated from the night’s suffering. 
Pulse 106, soft. On examining the wounds we found the 





COMMUNICATIONS. 379 


granulations in the arm in a very languid condition, and 
gangrene had extended on the front part of the thigh to 
pear the ilium and scrotum, and we were fearful it had 
reached the bowels. There was no tympanitis present, but 
the parts were exceedingly tender to the touch. He was 
too much exhausted to dress his wound, so we directed 
Vini Gallici, ad libitum, Morphia Sulph. grs. 4 every two 
hours. 

12 m.—Still very weak, and if any change, for the worse. 

21 p. M.—Still sinking. Pulse about 125 or 130. Res- 
piration more hurried. 

64 p. Mi—Gradually failing. 

11} p. m—Still sinking. Pulse 130, weak and fluttering. 
Respiration more hurried. Voice rapidly failing. Can 
speak only in a whisper. Tongue and lips dry. Has suf- 
fered very little pain since morning. Has had two or three 
short naps. I should have stated before that during the 
afternoon and evening of yesterday the patient became anx- 
ious to have the family physician called. From some cause 
he had taken a dislike to myself and Dr. Wanzer, and I 
urged the family to send for him. His presence would 
quiet him more than an anodyne from us,and this morning 
Dr. Wanzer requested to be released from the consultations, 
and did withdraw. 


Friday, 84 a.M.—From about 1 to 6 A. M. has rested well 
and slept soundly. Pulse 120, soft, with considerable vol- 
ume. Gangrene checked; the line of demarkation clearly 
setup. Dressed wound. Find the entire surface covered 
with granulations (being absent at this dressing, the treat- 
ment was changed); dressed with fresh lard. 


12 m—Has rested well since morning Slight pains in 
the wound; nothing unusual. Pulse 106, full and soft. 


3 Pp. M_—Pulse the same, and resting well. Continue 
stimulants, etc., with occasionally the morphia. 

6} Pp. M.—Resting easy; pulse 104, soft. 

103 Pp. MM—A bout the same. 
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Saturday, 8} a. M.—Has had another tolerably good 
night’s rest, though suffering, this morning, a good deal 
from his wounds, which were redressed. The gangrenous 
parts, most of them, are detached, or nearly so, a great deal 
of which was now removed. Fine, healthy pus, with gran- 
ulations under the parts, but presenting a languid appear- 
ance. Dressed this morning with Unguent Basil, one part, 
fresh lard about four parts. Not approving of the treat- 
ment my connection with the case here ceased, though I 
consider the boy out of danger. 

April &, 1869. 





Super Oxygenation, A Reply to Criticism and 
Strictures. 
BY S, S. WALLIHAN, M. D., CHICAGO. 

Since several of your patrons have brought my previous 
paper on Super-oxygenation, into a somewhat questionable 
notoriety by a pointed denial and insinuation of intentional 
unfairness, in one instance, and by what might be termed 
a specie of reductio ad absurdum, in another, it seems incum- 
bent on me to briefly set things to rights. 

Your correspondent at Zanesville Ohio,—Dr. McElroy, in 
his attempt to analyze the results of the use of artificial 
oxygen and other oxygenizing agents, in accordance with 
his somewhat peculiar and not any too clearly stated theo- 
ry of vital dynamics and the invariable unity of origin of 
all pathological conditions, applies the usually received and 
constantly repeated opinions concerning the therapeutic na- 
ture of these agents. Virtually admitting that he has had 
not the slightest experience with any form of artificial oxy- 
gen, he nevertheless reaches the conclusion that all its the- 
rapeutic effects may be arrived at through the time-honored 
means of the bromides, the ferrides and the quiniades. He 
makes the fatal but very common, and therefore probable 
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excusable, mistake of assuming that a little more oxygen 
js nothing more nor less than a little more fresh air; and 
that it may be obtained just as effectually by a sojourn at 
the sea-shore, out-door labor, ete. My position, and that 
of every one who has fully investigated the therapeutic na- 
ture of oxygen and its gaseous compounds, is, that its phy- 
siological relations are definite and limited, while its nature 
and potency as a remedial or therapeutic agent are as yet very 
little known, entirely unlimited and as different from the 
former as though it were in reality another element. Throw- 
ing aside previous convictions,—the result of stereotyped 
chemical assumptions,—if Dr. McElroy will administer to 
a properly selected subject, even a few pints a day of artifi- 
cial oxygen, duly diluted and modified,—which trifling 
quantity could be easily secured in its ordinary condition, 
from the atmosphere, by simply taking a few extra inspira- 
tions,—he will very readily convince himself that oxygen in 
one form is quite different from the same element in a 
slightly different form. Chemistry is full of even more 
striking anomalies of this very kind. Consider the innumer- 
able compouuds of the three commonest elements, carbon, 
oxygen and hydrogén. The ultimate chemical composition 
of the most deadly vegetable poisons and of some of the 
blandest forms of food is almost identical. The contents of 
the rag pickers’ basket, and the tempting sweets in the 
confectioner’s window are chemically the same. But will 
we attempt to philosophize our digestive organs into an in- 
discriminate and indifferent use of sugar and cotton 
batting ? 


Dr. McElroy also assumes that all my patients,—at least 
all those reported as essentially benefited by a course of 
super-oxygenation,—belonged to ‘‘ the better classes,” and 
were suffering from lack of wholesome exercise,—in short 
were lazy. This assumption was as far from the facts in 
the case as the former one respecting the therapeutic na- 
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ture of oxygen &c. In at least four of the six cases given, 
the patients were of the medium class and if anything, over- 
_ active in their habits. The excessive and constant over-work 
of one in particular retarded his treatment materially. 
Plenty of fresh air and the sea-side are most excellent as 
hygienic, and in a degree, therapeutic considerations; but 
the limitless air of heaven and all the sea-shores from Green- 
land to the Terra del Fuego have failed to remove positive 
morbid conditions and change abnormal vital processes, as 
has been and can be accomplished by the agents in ques- 
tion, when properly exhibited. What physician would ad- 
vise his patient to go to Newport or Long Branch, for relief 
from pronounced uremia ? Or who would recommend a few 
forced sniffs of common air per day for diabetes. 


Admitting all that your correspondent claimed in his 
lame analysis, how many chronic invalids in the ordinary 
practice of any physician can heed his advice to take to saw- 
buck and sea-side. ! 

On the whole, I cannot resist the conclusion that Dr. 
McElroy labored to no purpose, since in his concluding para 
graphs, he admits that the treatment is an excellent substi- 
tute for impossible sea-shores and disagreeable, if not equal- 
ly impossible, physical exercise, and by his virtual acknowl- 
edgment of its efficiency, thoroughly scientific nature, and 
its absolute necessity in the present state ot society, he neu- 
tralizes all that he had previously said, and writes himself 
an ass, for having said anything. 


In the Journal, for 15th May,I note Dr. Ziegler’s ex- 
ceptions to my reference to his labors in connection with 
nitrous oxide, ete. He broadly accuses me of misrepresen- 
tation and wilful injustice, since he concludes that all I 
know of the nature and value of protoxide of nitrogen, I 
derived from his publications. 

I will only say that when the former article was written, 
I had never seen a copy of his work on the nitrous oxide, 
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nor of any one of the papers mentioned in it as having been 
previously published in the various medical journals. Neavr- 
ly a year ago I made diligent inquiry for his work but could 
not find a copy in this city—was informed that it was out of 
print; and not until to-day (June Ist), have I been fortunate 
enough to secure a copy. I have just finished a careful 
perusal of it, and am frank to confess that I entirely mis- 
apprehended the character and results of his researches. 
What I had seen of his writings, before I wrote the article 
in question, was simply a few extracts quoted by Barker 
and others, who were treating of nitrous oxide-as an 
anesthetic. 

The misrepresentation was, therefore, entirely uncon- 
scious and unintentional on my part. It is with pleasure 
that I make this professional amend. I find in his work 
much that is interesting and instructive, and am especially 
pleased to learn that some one before me has asserted the 
office of oxygenating agents, in connection with processes 
of vital reparation and supply. Nearly all physiologists are 
ready to admit that oxygen in any form may be made an 
eliminator, depurent, disintegrent, resolvent, sorbefacient, 
ete.; very few yet believe that it may be made a materia 
alimentaria as well as a materia medica, and, therefore, a 
direct invigorator of the whole vital organism. While very 
few question its power as a stimulant, still fewer have 
learned, that in this respect, it is wholly unlike all other 
stimulants, in that it is not followed by corresponding 
depression. 

I trust Dr. Ziegler will see fit to supply the profession, 
ere long, with a new edition of his very interesting and 
important work. 
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Evitor Caicaco MepicaL JOURNAL: 

The following account of a case of aconite poisoning may not be unin- 
teresting to your readers. The patient was a young man—twenty years old 
—had pneumonia. I was called to see himin great haste at 6:30a. m., 
April 10th, and found that his attendants, contrary to directions, had given 
him medicine every (2) hours of the night, so that he got about eight drops 
of the tincture of aconite root each dose! Found him vomiting terribly at 
intervals of four or five minutes. Pulse fifty-six—was 114 the night pre- 
vious ; pupil dilated and jagged: surface cold; extremities nearly insensible; 
calling for something to stop his vomiting. 

The nausea and vomiting came onsuddenly ; felt comfortable till it began; 
I gave him a hypodermic injection on the forearm of atropiz sulph, gr. 1-40; 
and spirits frum., and aq. amm. internally, He vomited up a little greenish 
viscid fluid once, after administering the above. In ten minutes after the in- 
jection his vomiting and nausea all ceased; in twenty minutes more his 
pulse came up to 100, and in half an hour subsequently he was sleeping 
quietly, and continued sleeping for two hours. No further effects followed, 
except sore abdominal muscles. After giving the injection, and while I 
was preparing the whisky and amm. he said he felt the influence of the for- 
mer and that it was quieting his stomach. 

If I have another case of aconite poisoning I shall use atropia. 

Respectfully yours, etc., 
J. H. ETHERIDGE, Evanston, Ill. 


May 14th, 1869. 


EDITORIAL. 





Publication of the Journal. 


The recent change in publishers of the Journat, has been 
necessitated by the removal of the previous publisher from 
the city. It is practically impossible for the Editors, in the 
midst of their professional duties, to assume the business 
management, personally, and find any time to devote to the 
proper development of the scientific character of this now 
time-honored organ and exponent of the profession. Under 
the energetic and experienced control of our new publisher, 
the JournaL has already received a support which will 
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speedily enable us to add largely to its interest and value. 
Without expressly designating improvements contemplated 
we promise, in the remaining portion of the year, to fur- 
nish our readers a variety and amount of professional read- 
ing of the highest character, hitherto unequalled in the 
history of our magazine. 

Since the inauguration of our semi-monthly series the 
Senior Editor has sustained the largely increased expendi- 
ture at great personal pecuniary sacrifice. He has been, 
and is, the sole proprietor. There remain upon the books 
thousands of dollars of unpaid subscriptions. Half of what 
is due would repay him for his advances, and relieve from 
an incubus which those who know him personally are aware 
is borne with a patience the farthest possible removed from 
Job’s. We know, now, what makes Bro. Bowling of the 
Nashville Journal one of the most genial and delightful of 
our contemporaries. Out of the fullness of a joyous hea. 
he exclaims, in a recent number, “ This Journal owes no 
man acent, and no man owes it acent!” If we did not 
know Dr. Bowling to be a professional Chevalier Bayard, 
sans peur et sans reproche, we wouldn’t believe a word of it. 

But this is enough of a highly suggestive topic. In pass- 
ing we only say: Pay what thou owest, so shalt thou rejoice 
the hearts of editors, publishers and readers, and on Jan- 
uary next we shall hope to begin the issue of the JourRNAL 
once in every seven days, bringing the waters of medical 
wisdom fresh and sparkling from their original fountains. 


rr 


Microscopy. 


The State Microscopical Society of Illinois is now well 
established. Its membership numbers many of the most 
prominent and respected Illinoisans, with a sprinkling of 
honorary, corresponding and auxiliary associates. The fol- 
lowing are its officers: 
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President—Dr. W. W. Allport. 

Vice Presidents—Hosmer A. Johnson, M.D., George F. 
Rumsey, James V. Z. Blaney, M.D., J. F. Beaty. 

Treasurer— George M. Higginson. 

Secretary—J. Hankey. 

Secretary, Foreign Correspondence—Samuel A. Briggs. 

Council—S. A. Briggs, Joseph T. Ryerson, N. 8. Davis, 
M.D., J. Hankey, W. C. Hunt, M.D., W. E. Dogget, J. H. 
Hollister, M .D., J. ‘F. Beaty, Walter Hay, M.D., R. Lud- 
lam, M.D., Samuel J. Jones, M. D., George M. Higginson. 

Curator—H. F. Monroe. 

Librarian—John Robson. 

Photomicrographer to the Society—John Carbut. 

The Society now numbers fifty-six resident members, one 
associate inember, and as 

Corresponding Members—Lieut. Col. J. J. Woodward, 
war department, Washington ; Christopher Johnson, M.D., 
Professor of Principles and Practice of Surgery, University 
of Maryland, Baltimore; Prof. H. L. Smith, Hobart Col- 
lege, Geneva, N. Y.; J. B. McQuillen, M.D., Philadelphia. 

Honorary Members—W. 8. Sullivant, Columbus, Ohio; 
W. H. Wamsley, Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. R. H. Walker, 
late of Wadham College, Oxford, Enhland. 


The objects of the Society are the promotion and exten. 
sion of microscopical knowledge in the West, and more 
particularly in our own State, by associating those together 
engaged in such pursuits, whether for purely scientific pur- 
poses or for recreative or educational purposes. 

The Society extends the right hand of fellowship to the 
geologist, the chemist, the mineralogist. the anatomist, and 
the botanist—all of whom find the microscope a useful 
companion and an indispensable aid in their interesting 
researches. 
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New Journal. 


We note, with pleasure, the announcement of The Jour- 
nal of the Gynecolagical Society of Boston, under the manage- 
ment of its officers, Drs. Winslow Lewis, H. R. Storer and 
George H. Bixby. The first number will be issued July 
Ist, and be continued monthly. $3.00 per annum or 35 cts. 
pernumber. JAMES CAMPBELL, 18 Tremont Street Boston, 
Publisher. 





Medical Journalists. 


New Orveans, May 12, 1869. 


Eviror Cuicaco MepicaL JOURNAL: 


Your attention is particularly called to the enclosed copy of Proceedings of 
the Convention of Medical Journalists. Soliciting your co-operation, I am, 
with respect, Your obedient servant, 

W. S. Mircuett, M.D., 
Permanent Sec’y. 


MEETING AND ORGANIZATION. 


On Wednesday evening, May 5th, a meeting of the Medical Society of 
Medical Journalists was held in the office, No. 1 Carondelet Street, New 
Orleans. The result of the assembly of prominent physicians was the for- 
mation of a permanent society; the election of N. S. Davis, M.D., President, 
and W. 8. Mitchell, M. D., Permanent Secretary. The address of the Sec- 
retary is Lock Box 890, New Orleans. We append a report of the proceed- 
ings: 

Pursuant to adjournment from the preliminary meeting on Tuesday, the 
meeting of Medical Journalists was called to order at 8 o’clock p. m., by Dr. 
N. 8. Davis, of the Chicago Medical Examiner. 

The Committee on Organization, through their chairman, Dr. Theophilus 
Parvin, of the Western Journal of Medicine, then presented the following pre- 
amble and plan of organization, which was unanimously adopted: 

The Editors of Medical Journals in the United States, desiring to culti- 
vate professional courtesies, to facilitate the conduct and general manage- 
ment of our journals, to promote their interests, their usefulness, and make 
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them a still greater power for professional and popular good, and especially 
to advance the interests of medicine, hereby unite together under the following 


ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION. 


Name. —The Association of American Editors. 

Purposes, —The cultivation of friendly relations, mutual assistance, com- 
munity of effort and means, where practicable, in a system of receiving foreign 
exchanges, and of sending our own journals abroad; in urging, with hearty 
concert, improvements in the present system of medical education, and 
higher standard of preliminary eduction of those who desire to enter upon 
the study of medicine; the collection of vital statistics; the collecting of the 
names of all the regular physicians in the United States, age, place, and 
date of graduation, if a graduate; also, the same in reference to graduation 
at literary institutions, if such graduation has taken place. 

Meetings. —These shall be held, commencing at 10 A. M., on the dag pre- 
ceding, and at the place of the annual meeting of the American Medical 
Association. 

Officers. — President, Vice-President, Permanent Secretary, and Secretary. 

The President, Vice-President, and Secretary shall be elected annually, 
and shall serve at the meeting of the succeeding year. 

Committees shall be appointed where necessary for the carrying out of any 
of the special purposes of the Association. 

These resolutions have been signed by the following delegates: Dr. N. 8. 
Davis, Chicago Medical Examiner; Dr. Jas. M. Halloway, Richmond and 
Louisville Medical Journal; Dr. Wm. H. McPheeters, St. Louis Medical and 
Surgical Reporter; Dr. W. R. Bowling, Nashville Journal of Medicine; J. 
Berrien Lindsley, Nashville Journal of Medicine; Dr. Greeneville Dowells 
Galveston Medical Journal; Dr. Samuel Logan, New Orleans Journal of 
Medicine; Dr. S. 8. Herrick, New Orleans Journal of Medicine; Dr. E. W. 
Jenks and Dr. Geo. D. Andrews, Detroit Review of Medicine and Pharmacy ; 
Dr. W. S. Mitchell, New Orleans Journal of Medicine, and Dr. 8. M. Bemiss, 
New Orleans Journal of Medicine. The officers, as follows, were unanimously 
elected: 

Dr. N.S. Davis, President; Dr. W. M. McPheeters, Vice President; Dr. 


W. S. Mitchell, Permanent Secretary, and Dr. J. Berrien Lindsley, Secretary. 


The following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

That a Committee on Foreign Exchanges be appointed, to consist of Dr. 
Parvin, as chairman, and the Permanent Secretary. 

That the Permanent Secretary be instructed to correspond with such regu- 
lar medical journals of the United States as are not now represented, inform- 
ing them of the objects of the organization, and inviting their co-operation. 

That a Committee, consisting of Drs. Bowling, Dowell and Andrews, be 
appointed on the Registry of Physicians. 
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That Dr. Halloway be appointed a Committee on Revision. 

That the President deliver, at the next meeting, am address on the history, 
progress, etc., of Medical Journalism in this country, and that the members 
of the Association furnish to him such material and information as they may 
be able to obtain. 

That beside the members already signing the constitution, all physicians 
connected with regular medical journals, be considered members upon sig- 
nifying, in writing, to the Permanent Secretary, their willingness to sub- 
scribe to the foregoing articles of agreement, until opportunity be afforded 
them of signing said articles. 

That the President be requested to announce to the American Medical 
Association the formation and objects of this Association. 

That these minutes be furnished to the secular papers, with a request that 
they be copied. 

That Dr. Halloway be appointed a committee to arrange a general plan of 
commutation between medical journals. 

That the Committee on Exchanges be instructed to arrange some general 
plan for the establishment of agencies in all the principal cities. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 


MISCELLANY, 


Chemistry of the Cinchona Barks.--Cincho- 
Quinine. 


The chemical manipulation of the Cinchona or Peruvian 
Barks reveals the presence in them of quite a number of 
most remarkable, complex bodies. No vegetable produc- 
tion, except the poppy, affords such a marvelous combina- 
tion of valuable medicinal principles as the loxa and calisaya 
barks, and no substances have been studied with greater 
care or more intense interest by chemists. Nothing short 
of the subtle chemical forces controlled by the Infinite One 
could construct from the elements of the earth and air a 
bitter principle like quinia, or those other agents associ- 
ated in bark, so closely allied to it physically and chemically. 
Ahandful of the finely comminuted fibres of the yellow 
bark, which resemble physically a dozen other varieties, is 
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made to yield by the chemist, when treated with aqueous 
and alcoholic liquids and acids, a dark, bitter solution, un- 
attractive in taste and appearance. If the process is skill- 
fully conducted, or exhaustive in its results, there remains, 
beside the solution, a portion of woody fibre, inert and 
almost tasteless. It holds considerable coloring and some 
waxy matter, together with a little tannin; but the active 
chemical or medicinal principles have been removed, and 
are held in the dark liquid. The exhausted bark is not 
entirely worthless, for it may be dried and used as fuel. 
But what of the dark liquid? From this the chemist ob- 
tains, besides other substances, a portion of beautiful, white, 
silky crystals; not wholly of one distinct kind, but of sev- 
eral, all of which possess about equal chemical and thera- 
peutical importance. No wonder it seems, to the uniniti- 
ated in chemical manipulation, a difficult work to perform. 
It is, however, quite easy to be thoroughly instructed. The 
first principle isolated may be the quinia. This is not held 
in the bark in its naked alkaloidal condition, but locked up 
in the form of a salt, with another principle called kinic 
acid. In the bark it is kinate of quinine. We isolate the 
quinia, tear it from its embrace with kinic acid, throw that 
away, force it into a kind of matrimonial alliance with sul- 
phurie acid, and in this condition of sulphate of quinia use it 
asa medicine. This kinic acid marries into several other 
families, resident in the bark, prominent among which are 
cinchonia, cinchonidia, quinidia, etc. Precisely how many of 
these alkaloidal principles the different kinds of bark. con- 
tain, is unknown; but it is safe to assume that there are as 
many as four others which, although not distinctly pointed 
out, are tolerably well recognized. These kinates are all 
kindred in nature, and all labor to the same end, when iso- 
lated and set to work as therapeutical agents in the human 
system. : 
In one hundred ounces of good yellow bark, we obtain 
about two and three-fourths ounces of quinia, and two 
ounces of cinchona, with variable amounts of the other 
principles, but less than the two named. It is to be re 
gretted that we cannot remove the different families of kiu- 
ates from the bark in their natural state of saline combina- 
tion. It seems reasonable to suppose their action upon the 
system would be more salutary than in other forms. It 1s 





MISCELLANY. 391 


easy to isolate the kinic acid, and these having the alka- 
loids, the kinates of quinia, cinchona, ete., can be reformed ; 
but in these chemical changes so much disturbance to nat- 
ural organic combinations is made, that, practically, we 
realize no marked advantages. It seems unnatural to force 
a natural alkaloidal base out of its association with an or- 
ganic acid, and recombine it with a mineral acid. This we 
do in the preparation of the sulphate of quinia. However, 
as it has served so good purpose for many years, it is not 
best to quarrel with the theory. 

All the alkaloids of bark possess about equal febrifuge 
and tonic properties, when isolated and administered in that 
condition. This has been proved over and over again by 
all competent chemists and physicians, from Drs. Gomez, 
Duncan, Pelletier, Caventou, down to the time of Liebig’s 
researches, a quarter of a century ago, and from that time 
to the present by a hundred careful chemical and medical 
observers. 

How the one alkaloid, quinia, came to supersede the oth- 
ers, and drive them into the background, is easily under- 
stood, when we remember that it was about the first that 
was distinctly eliminated, studied, and experimented with ; 
and the eelat it acquired caused every thing else to be ne- 
glected. The natural bark, holding all the alkaloids, the 
quinia, cinchonia, quinidia, etc., has always been observed 
to produce more efficient and prompt results, both as a tonic 
and febrifuge, than the quinia, or either of the other princi- 
ples in themselves; but holding also, as: it does, tannin, 
gum, starch, fibrine, and coloring matter, all of which are 
medicinally interfering or inert, its use is: rendered incon- 
venient and inadmissible in many cases. Beside, it is apt 
to produce disturbance of the gastric functions of an un- 
pleasant character. Acting upon the idea that the natural 
alkaloidal principles of bark, in their simple, unchanged 
condition, separated from the gross, woody, and other mat- 
ters, would better subserve all therapeutical ends than the 
barks themselves, or any one of the alkaloids separately em- 
ployed, we have prepared CINCHO-QUININE. 

Cincho-quinine contains no external agents, as sugar, lic- 
orice, starch, magnesia, ete. Jt is wholly composed of the bark 
alkaloids. 1st, quinia; 2d, cinchona; 3d, quinidia; 4th, 
cmchonida; 5th, other alkaloidal principles present in 
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barks, which have not been distinctly isolated, and the pre- 
cise nature of which are not well understood. In the beau- 
tiful white amorphous scales of cincho-quinine, the whole 
of the active febrifuge and tonic principles of the cinchona 
barks are secured without the inert, bulky lignin, gum, ete. 
It is believed to have these advantages over sulphate of 
quinine :— 

Ist. It suits the patient better. 

2d. Is not unpleasantly bitter. 

3d. Is much cheaper. 

4th. It meets indications not met by that salt. 

Cincho-quinine admits of several pleasant forms of ad- 
ministration. 1st. It may be given in pill form, mixed up 
with some pleasant, inert substance. 2d. It may be spread 
upon bread and butter, and taken in that way. 3d. It may 
be given suspended in milk or syrup, or in sweet wine, or 
mixed with sugar. 4th. Where it is taken in one or two 
grain doses as a simple tonic, most patients will not object 
to placing it upon the tongue and swallowing it with the 
saliva. Its action will, in many cases, be promoted by 
using in connection a glass of weak lemonade, sour wine, 
or some slightly acid drink. If mixed with acid wines, or 
sour liquids of any kind, a great increase in bitterness is 
developed, not enough, however, to render it unpleasant to 
most patients. If eight or ten grains are placed in a glass 
of water, and a few drops of acetic acid added, a clear solu- 
tion is produced, which is very bitter. It is doubtful if it 
can be placed in a form suited to hypodermic use. But few 
experiments have, however, been made in this direction. 

In intermittents, cincho-quinine may be given in 5, 10, 
20, or even 30 grain doses, the same as sulphate of quinine. 
As an introduction to the treatment of fever and ague with 
cincho-quinine, an ipecac, or other emetic, is often of the 
greatest service. Ten or twenty grains of cincho-quinine, 
or of sulphate of quinine, might as well, so far as medicinal 
effect is concerned, be dissolved in the contents of a waste 
bucket, as in a stomach loaded with food and the attendant 
juices. The remedy must act upon the walls of the stom- 
ach and thé connecting organs, to produce constitutional 
effects. 

In a recent visit to the wards of the United States Marine 
Hospital, Chelsea, Dr. Graves, the physician in charge, 
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politely invited us to thoroughly examine the numerous, 
intermittent patients, with reference to his treatment of this 
disease, it being based upon the use of emetics prior to 
administering the bark preparations. We believe the 
wards of no hospital in the world can show more cases of 
prompt and thorough recovery from the affection than this. 
It is not probable that the marked beneficial influence of 
the emetic is due alone to its work as an evacuator, but its 
general influence on the system admirably prepares it for 
the use of antiperiodics.— Boston Journal of Chemistry. 


The Infection of Crime. 


It is a noticeable phenomenon in the moral world, not 
only that local epidemics of crime and suicide occur from 
time to time, but that a certain kind of crime, or mode of 
killing, assumes temporary prominence in these epidemics. 
The more fantastical in horror be an evil deed, the surer is 
it to be followed by imitative repetitions. Let us see 
whether there be a physiological explanation of this fact. 

Without pushing the argument of ‘‘ moral insanity” as 
far as do some “ counsel for the defence,” who seem to hold 
that the mere commission of an unlawful act is in itself 
evidence of mental aberration—without even quoting the 
concession made by law to the church, in attributing tem- 
porary insanity to every suicide, so that he may have a 
christian burial—we hazard little in asserting that for the 
perpetration of the graver forms of crime, there must exist 
a morbid pre-disposition which may be characterized at 
least as unsoundness of mind. The man who deliberately 
takes his own or another’s life follows an unnatural pur- 
pose, and thus far shows an unsettled mind, although in 
legal definition he may be sane. He who surrounds a 
causeless crime with circumstances cf grotesque atrocity, 
though he also may satisfy the technical meaning of sanity, 
and justly suffer the legal penalty of his act, is nevertheless 
undoubtedly diseased in mind, physiologically speaking. 
Those perversions of impulse which, when developed to 
actual insanity, we call Pyromania, Kleptomania, Homicidal 
or Suicidal mania, have their minor degrees, ordinarily un- 
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der the control of reason and unsuspected in their latency 
save, perhaps, as matters of subjective consciousness, a 

Now, we know that in perturbation of the mental fune. 
tions the imitative faculty is apt to become unduly roused, 
We have all noticed the apparent contagiousness of hyster- 
ical convulsions in the female wards of hospitals ; of epi- 
lepsy among patients subject to that disease; and past and 
present history teaches us, in the “ possessions” of Loudon 
and Louviers, and in the various vagaries of religious and 
political fanaticism, that “‘ moral convulsions,” so to speak, 
are even more infectious in their nature. In either case a 
dormant pre-disposition is roused to action and emancipa- 
ted from the control of the judgment by a suggestive ex- 
ample. 

With regard to crime, this mischievous stimuious of 
example is held up to view by elaborately sensational 
reports in the public press. If some frenzied miscreant 
batter out the brains of his wife and children with a fence- 
rail, and afterwards burn. their bodies, straightway some 
enterprising newspaper covers its first page with a florid 
description of all the disgusting details; the feast of horror 
is spread at every breakfast table throughout the country; 
and immediately fence-rails and incineration come into 
fashion, and domestic holocausts are the order of the day. 

Or some original genius devises a new method of putting 
an end to himself, and at once the morning papers “ Her- 
ald” to the ‘‘ World” his achievement, with a similar result 
of calling out a host of imitators. Many a man may havea 
proclivity towards unprovoked homicide, or self-destruc- 
tion, which would have remained latent were it not excited 
beyond restraint by the overdone sensational journalism of 
the day; nay, more, it may be safely said that no man free 
from such proclivity could relish the perusal of such details. 

If there be reasonable grounds for what we have said we 
trust that the conductors of reputable journals will give it 
thought and be guided by a regard for the public welfare. 
For those vile weekly prints which exist only by pandering 
to the depraved appetite for horror of the worst classes of 
the community, mere counsel will not suffice, and we must 
await the time when their villainous incentives to crime 
will be recognized and suppressed by law.—N. Y. Medical 


Gazette. 
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ProronceD ANuRIA.—Cases of suppression of the urinary 
secretion, as in cholera, persisting for weeks and months, 
are not frequent, and their rarity equals their gravity, 

Awoman twenty-seven years of age, married but child- 
less, after five months’ suffering from amenorrhea, and leu- 
corrhea, consulted Dr. Gallina, because she had not passed 
urine for twenty-four hours. Catheterism only yielded a 
few drops of coffee colored liquid, and for the suceeding 
eight days no more of it appeared. Application of leeches 
to the perineum, nitrate of urea internally, and warm baths 
were administered up to the twenty-fifth day. No effects 
having been prodnced, the patient consulted Dr. Albertini, 
at the Milan Hospital, who aftertwo hours’ minute exam 
ination, found absolutely no lesion to explain this failure 
of secretion, nor any alteration resulting from it. Her gen- 
eral health had suffered in no respect. Prof. Rudolph be- 
ing called into consultation, considered the suppression was 
due to amenorrhea. Emmenagogues were administered, 
and the menses appeared. At the same time, six hundred 
grammes of urine were extracted by catheterism on the forty- 
third day, and the normal secretion became established 
without the least injury to health.—Gazetle Medicale de Lom- 
bardia, and Western Journal of Medicine. 


Tue PuystoLoaicaL Action oF Prcrotoxin.—M. Rober has 
recently been engaged in experimenting on this substance, 
which was obtained as long ago as 1812, by M. Boullay 
from the well known seeds of the Cocculus Indicus. The 
composition of picrotoxin is represented by the formula C,,- 
H,,0, and its reaction is neutral. The conclusion at which 
M. Roeber arrives from his investigations is that picrotoxin 
isa powerful exciter of the medulla oblongata, or, perhaps, 
to express it more accurately, of all the nerve-centres which 
are situated in the medulla oblongata. Hence follows vio- 
lent and long continued convulsions of the body generally, 
prolongation and ultimate stoppage of the cardiac beats, 
and acceleration of the respiration, which is finally arrest- 
ed by cramp of the glottis and of the diaphragm. Though 
the drug does not appear to be at the present available as a 
therapeutic agent, it is interesting as affording and example 
of the action of a poisonous substance on a particular sec- 
ton of the nervous system.— Lancet. 





MISCELLANY. 
A Caution to Prescribers. 


[The following communication from Prof. Chas. A. Joy 
conveys a caution worthy of the serious attention of every 
practitioner. | 
Evitors MEDICAL JOURNAL: 

There is great danger in prescribing oxidizing agents in the same com. 
pound with the Iodide of Bromide of Potassium. 

Chlorate of potash and lodide of Potassium dissolved together in water 
crystallize out separately, but these two salts taken into the stomach re-act 
upon each other, and the resulting Iodate of potash acts as a violent poison. 

I presume that chlorate of potash and Bromide of potassium would behave 
in a similar way, and I should be afraid to mix caustic potash or any alkali 
with the Bromide of potassium. CA. I 
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Brainard Medical Society. 


Society met in Miramac, Indiana, June 2, 1869. Members present, Drs, 
F. B. Thomas, H. Kittinger, G. W. Reddich and P. H. Leavitt; Miramac; L, 
D. Glazebrook, San Pierre; J. B. Hoag, Knox; Wm. Perry, North Judson; 
Jas. Tolerton, Rochester; J. W. C. Eaton, Pulaski; W. T. Cleland, J. 
Smith, A. R. Thompson and R. W. Jackson, Kewana, and I. B. Washbura, 
Star City. 

Officers elected at the paevious meeting were: 

J. W. C. Eaton, President; I. B. Washburn, Secretary; J. H. Smith, 
Treasurer; F. B. Thomas, P. H, Leavitt and R. W. Jackson, Censers. 

Dr. Eaton, before taking the chair, read an able and instructive address. 

Dr. Hoag read an essay on “ The Application of Consevative Medicine to 
Hygiene. 

The Society was divided into five Sections. The members chose the seg- 
tions to which they wished to belong, and elected the chairmen of the same 
as follows: 

Anatomy, PaistoLogy anp Surcery.—Dr. F. B. Thomas, Chairman; 
Glazebrook, Tolerton, Hoag, Cleland and Leavitt. 

TagoRyY AND Practice oF Mxpicine.—Dr., L. D. Glazebrook, Chairman 
Washburn, Smith, Perry, Leavitt and Thomas. 

OxssteTRIcs AND Disgases oF WomEN AND Cus~pren.—Dr. T. B. Wash- 
burn, Chairman; Tolerton, Hoag, Thompson, Smith, Thomas and Glaze- 
brook. 

Eye anp Ear.—Dr. J. B. More, Chairman; Glazebrook and Thomas. 

Drs. Hoag, Thomas and Glazebrook were appointed a Committee on Reso- 
lutions on the death of Dr. A. M. Pearson, of Miramac. 

Adjourned to meet in Miramac, Indiana, July, 7, 1869. 

I. B. Wasusugn, M.D., Sec’y. 





